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SUBJECT: CHARTER 77: MORE ON TRIAL OF FOUR: PROSECUTION OF 
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MRS. KOHOUT 

REF PRAGUE 2912 

1 . SINCE REFTEL PREPARED WE HAVE GAINED SMALL AMOUNT OF ADDITIONAL 
INFORMATION ON THE FORTHCOMING TRIAL OF ORNEST, LEDERER, HAVEL 
AND PAVLICEK. TRIAL IS SCHEDULED TO LAST THREE DAYS - OCTOBER 
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17-19. CHARTER CIRCLES DIFFER ON SEVERITY OF THE SENTENCES BEING 
SOUGHT. SOME SOURCES AGREE WITH 10 YEAR AND 3 YEAR SENTENCES 
REPORTED IN REFTEL AND WITH SURMISE THAT REGIME INTENT IS TO 
PRESSURE DEFENDENTS TO CHOSE EX IL E: OTHERS CLAIM THERE IS NO 
INDICATION THAT ESPECIALLY HARSH SENTENCES WILL BE SOUGHT AND THAT 
THE DEFENDENTS WOULD ' NEVER ACCEPT EXILE". WHILE AWAITING TRIAL 
HAVEL AND PAVLICEK APPEAR TO MOVE ABOUT FREELY-PAVLICEK EXPECTS 
TO ATTEND A SOCIAL EVENT AT THE HOME OF ANOTHER 
CHARTER SIGNER OCTOBER 14. 

2. FRG AMBASSADOR DIESEL ACCOMPANIED BY FIRST SECRETARY 
RUNGE RECENTLY VISITED PLAYWRIGHT AND CHARTER SIGNER PAVEL 
KOHOUT AT HIS COUNTRY HOME. KOHOUT TOLD THEM THAT HIS WIFE IS 
TO BE PROSECUTED ON CHARGERS OF ASSAULTING A POLICEMAN 

AND INCITING A DISTURBANCE BASED ON HER JANUARY SCUFFLE WITH POLICE 
TAKING HER FROM HER HOME FOR QUESTIONING (PRAGUE 0118). KOHOUT 
SAYS THE PROSECUTOR WILL SEEK A 5-10 YEAR PRISON TERM, BUT CHARGES 
WILL BE DROPPED IF THE KOHOUTS ACCEPT EXILE. KOHOUT ALLEGES THAT 
THEY DO NOT INTEND TO IMMIGRATE BUT WILL FIGHT HER CASE THROUGH 
INTERNATIONAL PRESS. 

3. COMMENT: SPECULATION WITHIN THE DIPLOMATIC CORPS AS TO THE 
REASON FOR THE CHOICE OF TIMING OF THE TRIAL OF THE FOUR TO 
COINCIDE WITH THE EARLY STAGES OF BELGRADE II HAS SO FAR FAILED 
TO REACH ANY CONSENCUS. WE CONTINUE TO LEAN TOWARD THE 

IDEA THAT THE REGIME HAS CONCLUDED THAT ITS DOMESTIC CONCERNS (I..3., 
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WARNING CHARTER SUPPORTERS AGAINST AN ATTEMPT TO USE THE OCCASION 
OF BELGRADE II FOR A MAJOR NEW EFFORT TO GAIN SYMPATHY) OUTWEIGH 
THE ADDITIONAL DAMAGE THE TRIALS WILL DO TO ITS ALREADY SHODDY 
INTERNATIONAL IMAGE. 

BYRNE 
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